TUB ETHICAL SYSTEM OF SPENCER.

gations on tho subject of morality. Something of what
is meant by the great change in thought thus rendered

possible we shall see presently. Here we may well bear
in mind the fact, that if the doctrine of evolution had
done no more than impregnate sociological discussion
with this principle of causation, it would hare made
good its claim to have given ethics a new basis and
starting-point, since in this way it has bridged over the
wide chasm between a merely empirical and a truly
scientific system of morality.

Moan while, that we have now reached a crisis in.
morals has been growing more and more manifest to all
who take an interest in the larger movements of the
time. Be tho influence of the theory of evolution upon
ethics what it may, the most vigilant and sagacious
thinkers on every side acknowledge that the forces
most deeply implicated in the changes that are gradu-
ally coming over the whole of our civilisation are car-
rying as to the verge of a moral interregnum. The
supremacy of the older, theologically-derived sanctions
of conduct is breaking clown ; and the danger, imme-
diate and seriotis, is, lest they should be generally cast
away as valueless and inefficient before any other sanc-
tions are established to take their place. At this period
of transition, while, as Matthew Arnold put it, " the
old IB out of date " and " tho new is not yet born," the
world at large undoubtedly stands in peril of a moral
collapse. Half-educated reformers, of more Heal than
wisdom, in their anxiety to sweep away every vestige of>* 514, 514, Thin, for
